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THE GRACIOUS PRESENCE OF THE ORIGIN

IN THE ICON
PROF. DR. DIMITRIOS TSELENGIDIS
UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKY - UNIVERSITY OF BALAMAND

This article offers a systematic explanation on the doctrine of the
Icon as the 7th Ecumenical Council had proclaimed for the entire
Church.

Professor Tselengidis deals exhaustively with the classical question
regarding the veneration of Icons in the Orthodox Church going back
to the sources, the writings of the Holy Fathers and the acts of the
Councils, and analyzing them for a modern reader.

The discussion focuses in particular on the relation existing
between the person depicted in the Icon (the Origin) and the picture
itself. Icons, says Tselengidis, do not represent the sensorial presence
of Christ or a Saint, but they show us an eschatological vision of the
world based on the Divine Light shed by the Grace of the Spirit on the
created word.



